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Motivation: High school students’ 
prominent role in Chilean politics
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Participation in
demonstrations after 18

October 2019 (%)

Participation in 
demonstrations 

before 18 October 
2019 (%)

No
Yes,
once

Yes,
several 
times

Total

No 56.5 8.3 2.7 67.6

Yes, once 9.0 8.0 3.2 20.2

Yes, several
times 1.8 2.5 7.9 12.2

Total 67.3 18.9 13.9 100.0



Our research question

Video-malaise

(1) Exposure to the news media could turn off 
citizens: foster mistrust of government, 
dissatisfaction with regime institutions, and thus 
civic disengagement (e.g. Patterson 1993);
(2) TV entertainment saps social trust and 
associational activism (e.g. Putnam 2000).

Virtuous circle

(1) Prior political interest and knowledge 
stimulates exposure and attention to news 
(Norris 2000);
(2) exposure and attention to news strengthens 
political activism (Norris 2000).
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Research question: Do new digital platforms foster civic engagement 
and political activism among high-school students in Chile?



Our survey
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Universe: High school students, between 
ninth and eleventh grade, from all 
socioeconomic backgrounds, living in the 
urban areas of Santiago and the 
Valparaíso-Viña del Mar conurbation. 

Sampling frame: Students, between ninth 
and eleventh grade, from schools with 75+ 
students across the three levels. Schools: 
742; Students: 150,057. Source: 2020 
Registry of Enrollments and Schools, 
Ministry of Education.

Sampling method: Respondents were 
selected by a stratified, probability sampling 
with oversampling of schools.

Mode of interview: CAWI. 

Fieldwork: April to September 2021.

Resulting sample: Schools: 29; Students: 
2,684.  

Response Rate: 11% 

Consents: active for schools’ principals; 
passive for students’ parents. 



Frequency of news consumption 
across media outlets and digital 
platforms
● Instagram is the most 

frequently used source 
overall

● TV is the most 
common of traditional 
media sources

● Most traditional media 
are among the least 
used: radio, print 
media

● Facebook is the least 
used social network
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Other independent variables: 
literacy and trust
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News literacy
• Construct from Jones-Jang et al. 

2021
• Cronbach’s alpha: 0.68

Trust in news
• Construct from Lee et al. 2019
• Cronbach’s alpha: 0.69



Participating in demonstrations 
before and after 18 Oct 2019

Dependent variables: 
frequency of participation.

Linear models using robust 
standard errors.
→ Results are similar using 
linear multilevel models.

Controls: sex, grade level, 
socioeconomic status (SES), 
region, type of school.
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Forms of online political engagement

Dependent variables:

Linear models using robust 
standard errors.
→ Same control variables.
→ Results are similar using 
linear multilevel models.
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Future political behaviors
Dependent variables: 

Linear models using robust 
standard errors.
→ Same control variables.
→ Results are similar using linear 
multilevel models.
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Preliminary conclusions
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Is it video-malaise or virtuous cycle among high-school students in Chile? 
It depends.

Behavior Video-malaise Virtuous cycle

Past participation in demonstrations

Expressing opinions online

Joining online causes

Boycotting on social networks

Voting in elections (future)

Supporting a political candidate (future)
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